
Helping schools, 
FEEDING STUDENTS!

Today over half 
of public school 
students in this 
country are from 
low income 
families. 

Over 16 million children 
in America experience 
hunger on a daily basis. 
The need is great and 
Hand2Hand has proven 
to be a simple yet 
impactful program that 
puts food directly into the 
hands of children so that 
they can learn and have 
a greater opportunity 
to excel academically, 
physically, socially, and 
emotionally.

“It can be heartbreaking and 
challenging working with the 
families in the most need, 
attempting to carry some of their 
burdens, and finding ways to 
empower them. It makes it SO 
much better knowing that there 
are people like your team who 
are praying for us. You’re willing 
to meet our families where they 
are at with love, acceptance, 
and support.“  - Teacher  



306 Chicago Drive  
Jenison MI 49428  
616.209.2779
h2hkids.org

  

How Hand2Hand partners with a school.

Hand2Hand helps create 
a partnership between a local 

church and school. The Lead 
Coordinator from the church is 
the main contact person for the 
school principal or other school 
liaison. All communication from 

Hand2Hand flows through the 
school. 

Once students are identified, the 
following takes place. 

 A permission slip is sent home with the 
student through the school. It explains 
to parents that there is no cost, that if 
participating their student(s) will bring 
home food for the weekends, and that the 
backpacks are put in their lockers discreetly. 

 A letter of introduction from the church 
is sent home in the first backpack of 
the year. It lets the families know who is 
providing the food and also the information 
for other food opportunities or resources that 
may benefit the family may be sent home in a 
backpack. 

 Background checks are given on all 
volunteers going into a school.

 All volunteers will adhere to 
confidentiality of the names and information 
of the students.

 The distribution of backpacks will be done 
at school when students are not present to 
avoid embarrassment or being singled out.

All churches follow the same food 
guidelines:

 All food items given out in food bags must be 
shelf-stable and non-expired items.

 All food items must be packaged by a food 
manufacturer unless packed in a health 
department approved kitchen. (Exceptions 
may include items such as apples, oranges, 
baby carrots, clementines, and potatoes.)

 Food storage at the church is in accordance 
to food safety rules.

 Weekly backpack should include a minimum 
of ten shelf-stable nutritious items with a 
recommended variety of breakfast, lunch/
dinner, and snacks (no glass items to be 
included in food bags.)


